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Northeast Center for Food Entrepreneurship Receives 
USDA Secretary's Annual Honor Award
By Kelvin Tan
GENEVA, NY-The N ortheast C en te r fo r Food 
En trep reneu rsh ip  (NECFE) in G eneva, NY, has 
rece ived a D epartm en t o f A g ricu ltu re  (USDA)
S ecre ta ry 's  H o n o r Aw ard  in the ca tego ry  "Supporting  
Increased  Econom ic  O ppo rtun it ie s  and Im proved  
Q ua lity  o f Life in Rural A reas."
O lga Pad illa-Zakour, ass istan t p ro fe sso r o f food 
science and te chno logy  at Corne ll U n ivers ity  and 
d ire cto r o f NECFE, accepted  the award on beha lf o f 
NECFE during the 58th award ce rem ony  held in the 
Ronald Reagan In te rnationa l Trade C en te r on Friday,
June 25, 2003, in W ash ington , D.C.
"The H ono r A w ards  h igh ligh t the ded ica tion  and 
ta len ts  o f USD A  em p loyees w ho  con tr ibu te  in so 
m any w ays to im prov ing the world  around us," said 
Ann M. Venem an, the 2004 S ecre ta ry  o f Ag ricu ltu re .
"Each o f these honorees is to  be com m ended  fo r 
the ir a ccom p lishm en ts  in pub lic serv ice ."
The  S ecre ta ry 's  H onor A w ards acknow ledge  
ou tstand ing  con tr ibu tion s  to agricu ltu re , the 
consum ers  o f ag ricu ltu ra l products, and the A m erican  
public, and are the m ost s ign ifican t aw ards bestow ed 
by the USDA. The  honorees were nom inated  by the 
Coopera tive  S tate Research , Education , and 
Extens ion  Serv ice  (CSREES). The  H onor Aw ards 
Program  w as created  in 1947.
NECFE w as c ited fo r "deve lopm ent o f a h igh ly  p roductive  cen te r w h ich  p rov ides com prehens ive  ass istance  to 
beg inn ing and estab lished  food en trep reneu rs  tha t resu lted  in susta inab le  econom ic  deve lopm en t o f rural 
com m un ities ." C ited were O lga Padilla-Zakour, group leader; Judy L. A nde rson , Donald L. Down ing, Thom as 
A. G ibson, Chery l A. Leach, Chang Y. Lee, Sarah J. Linco ln , Kaw aljit S. Tandon, Robert J. W eybright, from  the 
New  York  S tate  Ag ricu ltu ra l Experim ent S tation  at Corne ll U n ivers ity  in Geneva. D enn is E. Shaw  w as nam ed 
from  Corne ll Un ivers ity 's  Ithaca cam pus. Catherine  W. Donnelly, Susan  F. Ca llahan, M iche le R. Cranwell, 
Cecilia  A. G o lnazarian , Jane M. Kolodinsky, Todd J. Pritchard  and Brian A. Norder, w ere  nam ed from  the 
U n ivers ity  o f Verm ont.
"Th is award exem p lifie s  ou r depa rtm en t's  un ique m ission and serv ice to New  York  S tate and the reg iona l food 
industry," said Chang Y. Lee, cha irm an  o f the depa rtm ent o f food science and te chno logy  at Geneva. "NECFE 
has con tribu ted  trem endous ly  to  ou r local and sta te 's  econom y fo r the last fou r years. Unde r Dr. Padilla-
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Cornell food scientist Dr. Olga Padilla-Zakour displays the 
2004 USDA's Secretary's Honor Award for the Northeast 
Center for Food Entrepreneurship, a joint program between 
Cornell University and the University of Vermont.
Zakour's  leadersh ip , he r g roup has done an ou tstand ing  job ."
NECFE w as funded  by a $3.8 m illion, fo u r-yea r grant from  the U.S. D epartm en t o f A g ricu ltu re  in 2000. The 
partnersh ip  betw een Corne ll U n ivers ity  and the U n ivers ity  o f Verm on t p rov ides com prehens ive  ass is tan ce  to 
beg inn ing and estab lished  food en trep reneu rs , he lps p rom ote susta inab le  econom ic  deve lopm en t in rural 
com m un ities , m a in ta in s  the rural landscape, and pro tects  the env ironm ent. NECFE add resses food sa fety  and 
bus iness  deve lopm en t and m arketing  fo r sm a ll-sca le  food process ing  th rough  one-on-one ass istance , 
w orkshops  and con ferences.
S ince its inception , NECFE has w orked  w ith  over 500 en trep reneu rs  w ho  needed food sa fe ty  eva lua tion s and 
regu la to ry  com p lian ce  fo r over 1500 new  products. M ore than 1800 food pro to types w ere ana lyzed fo r safety 
and com m erc ia l p roduction  feasib ility , m ore than 3100 inqu iries fo r ass istance  on m arketing  spec ia lty  foods 
were answ ered , and m ore than 300 en trep reneu rs  rece ived d irect ass istance . (For m ore on NECFE, see 
<h ttp ://w w w .nysaes.co rne ll.e du /necfe / index .h tm l>)
Pad illa -Zakour jo in ed  Corne ll in 1997 and becam e an ass istan t p ro fe sso r o f food process ing  at the New  York  
S tate Ag ricu ltu ra l Experim ent S tation in Geneva, NY, in 1999. She has been the d ire cto r o f NECFE s ince its 
inception. Pad illa -Zakour rece ived her licentia te  in food te chno logy  from  the U n ivers ity  o f Costa Rica in 1983. 
She earned both her m aste rs  and doctorate  in food science and te chno logy  from  Corne ll U n ivers ity  in 1988 
and 1991, respectively.
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